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Society of Government Meeting Professionals Elects New Board of Directors
ALEXANDRIA, VA—March 21, 2011—The Society of Government Meeting Professionals (SGMP) announced today its newly-elected national board of directors for 2011 – 2013. Current SGMP first vice president Rob Coffman, CGMP, was elected president. Coffman serves as deputy director for the Office of Conference, Event and Meeting Services at the U.S. Department of the Treasury in Washington, DC. 
"I am thrilled at this opportunity to serve my fellow SGMP members during this critical time. The important roles government meeting professionals play with our supplier partners on the federal, state and local levels have never been more meaningful as we face so many new challenges every day. I know this new board of directors will work tirelessly to expand SGMP's increasing effectiveness on their behalf and to continue growing our organization nationwide."

Five individuals were elected to the national board for the first time. Current director Kelly Roche, CGMP, CTA, was re-elected as a director and former director Debra Kilpatrick, CGMP, was elected as secretary. Here are the members of the 2011- 2013 SGMP national board of directors: 
President: 


Rob Coffman, CGMP 


(Washington, DC)
First Vice President: 

Rhonda Wise, CGMP 


(Dallas, TX)
Second Vice President: 
Shelley Mann, CGMP



(Dallas TX)
Secretary: 


Debra Kilpatrick, CGMP 


(Richmond, VA)
Treasurer:


James Lynton, CHSP 



(Sacramento, CA)
Director: 


Maggie McGowan, CMP, CGMP 

(Norman, OK)
Director:


Beth Miller-Tipton, CMP


(Gainesville, FL)
Director: 


Kelly Roche, CGMP, CTA 


(Irving, TX)
Immediate Past President: 
Melody Kebe, CMP, CGMP


(Falls Church, VA)
Executive Director & CEO: 
Charles Sadler, CGMP, CHSP, CHSC
(Alexandria, VA)
“This year, SGMP had competing candidates in every elected position for the first time I can remember,” according to Donna Carey, CGMP, who serves as immediate past president and chair of the nominations & elections committee. “But what SGMP should be most proud about is the fact that all of our board members hold esteemed certifications in the meetings and hospitality industry.” 

The newly-elected board members include six individuals who have attained the Certified Government Meeting Professional (“CGMP”) designation. The incoming board of directors holds a total of 15 meetings and hospitality industry certifications, including three members with a CMP. Full profiles for the new members are located on the SGMP website.
“I am honored to hold an ex-officio position on the national board and look forward to the leadership and partnership this new board will provide our organization during two very exciting anniversary years,” said SGMP executive director & CEO Charles Sadler, CGMP, CHSP, CHSC. 
SGMP is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year and will hold its 30th annual convention in 2012. The new board of directors will be installed during the Sam Gilmer Awards Banquet on June 9, 2011, at SGMP’s National Education Conference in Norfolk, Virginia, for a two-year term of office that begins on July 1, 2011.    
# # #
The Society of Government Meeting Professionals (SGMP) is the only professional organization in the United States dedicated exclusively to government meetings. SGMP is a national non-profit organization of nearly 4,000 members in 31 chapters who are involved in planning government meetings. SGMP’s objectives are to enhance the knowledge and expertise of government meeting professionals—through education, resources, and networking—in order to improve the quality, and promote the cost-effectiveness, of government meetings.
